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Services at Holy Trinity ChurchGrapevine Appeal

Content & Editorial Policy

If you have an article, story or poem you would
like to submit for publication the Grapevine edi-
torial team would love to hear from you. Mate-
rial for publication is gratefully accepted. Due to
space considerations material may not be used
immediately but may be held over to be included
in a later issue.

The Grapevine editorial team reserve the right
to shorten, amend or reject any material submit-
ted for publication.

The Ascott Grapevine is
provided FREE to every
household in Ascott
and we wish this to con-
tinue for a long time to
come.

Although ‘The Grape-
vine’ does receive sup-
port from the Parish
Council and the PCC,
it only  raises a limited
amount of revenue from
advertising. ‘The Ascott
Grapevine’ survives
mainly on donations. If
you would like to help
The Grapevine continue,
any donation large or
small would be appreci-
ated. You can give a do-
nation to any member of
the editorial team.

If there is an aspect of
village life not already
covered in the Grape-
vine please contact a
member of the produc-
tion team to discuss
your ideas. Articles for
the Autumn issue of The
Grapevine should be
submitted by October
3rd.

Call  01993 832163
or email:
 ascottgrapevine@dial.pipex.com

Stuart Fox, Kingsley,
Wendy Pearse,

Karen Purvis

.

7 August
10.00 HC C
18.00 EP
14 August
08.00 HC P
28 August
10.00 FC
NB: There will be no Even-
song in Ascott in August &
Semptember

4 September
10.00 HC C
18.00 EP

What’s what

EP= Evening Prayer/
Service
FC = Family Commun-
ion
HC = Holy Communion
MP = Morning Prayer/
Service

11 September
08.00  HC P
25 September
10.00 HC C

2 October
16.00 Harvest Festival
9 October
08.00HC P
16 October
10.00 BS at Ascott
23 October
10.00 FC

QP = Time of Quiet
Prayer
BS = Benefice Service
Bapt = Holy Baptism
C = Contemporary Lan-
guage
P = Book of Common
Prayer
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It is that time of the year
again - Big Brother is back!
Since the programme
appeared 6 years ago so-
called ‘reality TV’ has
proliferated with shows
such as ‘I’m a Celebrity,
get me out of here! ’,
‘Ramsay’s Kitchen Night-
mares’, ‘The Farm’ and
‘Celebrity Love Island’ to
name but a few. The idea
of putting TV cameras
in a Monastery didn’t
seem to be the recipe for
compelling viewing. But
the BCC 2 series The
Monastery has been what
is arguably the most
t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g
piece of ‘reality TV’
there has been so far and
has led to an upsurge in
interest in the religious
life.

The three-part series
followed the experi-
ences of five men, who
had little experience of
Roman Catholicism or
monastic life, as they
spent 40 days and nights
living alongside the 22
Benedictine monks at
Worth Abbey in Sussex.
After the first pro-
gramme was broadcast
the Abbey’s website

From the Rector

[www.worthabbey.net]
had over 10,000 hits in
2 days and since then
over 220 bookings for
retreats!

Something that
struck me was the effect
on the participants of
being accepted uncondi-
tionally by the monks.
It enabled the partici-
pants to visit those parts
of themselves which the
busyness of life keeps at
bay, and although for
some of them this proc-
ess was painful, it led
them to a greater under-
standing of themselves
and a deeper sense of
peace. In the last epi-
sode, one scene pre-
sented the longest si-
lence I have ever wit-
nessed on television: on
the thirty-ninth day of
the visit, a young man
who had worked in the
soft porn industry was
blessed by the monk
who was his spiritual
guide. He appeared to
be having a conversion
experience, which he
acknowledged later.
‘This morning I didn’t
believe in all this …,’ he

said, ‘now I do’ (or
words to that effect).

As with all reality TV
there were moments of
conf lict. St. Benedict
had exactly the same
problems 1500 years
ago, and in his Rule of
Life which the monks
follow, there is a chap-
ter entitled, ‘Why
monks should not hit
each other’. The differ-
ence between Big
Brother and St Benedict
is that St Benedict has
the healing and support-
ing context of the Chris-
tian gospel to say, “Well
look, when this breaks
out, here are some of the
ways you can deal with
it; now hitting each
other isn’t one of the
options”.

When television like
this takes a serious inter-
est in matters of faith,
it gives one some faith
in television.

If you missed it this
time round, I have a
copy on video and am
happy to lend it to you.

With all good wishes
Mark Abrey

01608 676572
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This year the Church
Festival was held on the
village green and in the
churchyard.  The sun
shone upon us and eve-
ryone who came along
seemed to enjoy them-
selves.  The event raised
about £1600 for which
we are very grateful.
This is really a great big
thank you to everyone
who helped to organise
and run the festival and
everyone who contrib-

Church Festival

New Appointment
I am delighted to an-
nounce that the Revd.
Mary Crameri from the
Salisbury Diocese has
been appointed as
House for Duty Priest to
work three days a week
across the five parishes

of the Benefice from
September 2005.  Mary
has a wealth of experi-
ence in rural multi-par-
ish benefices as well as
teaching in a theological
college. She is married
to Peter and they hope

uted bottles, cakes,
plants, books etc.  We
would also like to thank
you for coming along
and supporting their
hard work.  We were
very pleased when a lo-
cal toy hire company
kindly lent us, free of
charge, two outdoor
games.  Sadly when we
came to return the
bricks game, we found
that 6 of the bricks, dis-
tinctive because they are

marked ‘Guinness’ had
been stolen.  We will
have to replace the
game, which is not
cheap and it is unlikely
that they will repeat
their kind offer next
year.  It really is pretty
mean to steal from a
church event.  If the cul-
prits should happen to
read this, they might
like to return the bricks
to the church porch.

Tim Lyon

to move to Enstone Vic-
arage early in August.
Mary’s Licensing Serv-
ice will be held at
Spelsbury Church on
September 8th at 7.30
pm. We look forward to
welcoming them into
the life of the Benefice.

Mark Abrey
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The Harvest Festival
Service will be held in
church on Sunday 2nd
October at 4.00pm.
After the success of last
year, the celebrations
will be continuing at the
Tiddy Hall starting at
6.00pm.  There will be
food and drink and an
evening of homemade
entertainment.  We are

Harvest Festival
compiling a list of peo-
ple who are willing to
sing a song, recite a
poem, play a tune, tell
a tale and so on.  The
entertainment was su-
perb last year so let’s see
if we can do even better
in 2005. If you would
like to join in please let
either Tim Lyon
(632531) or Fred

Russell know as soon as
possible.

Please put the date in
your diary now.  Be-
cause of the catering we
will have to sell tickets
(just £5) for the Tiddy
Hall part nearer the date
and a letter will be drop-
ping through your
letterbox.

Tim Lyon

Births, Marriages and
Deaths.  Not just col-
umns in a newspaper
but also occasions when
people turn to the
Church and expect that
the Vicar and the build-
ing will be there, just as
they always have been,
to join in the celebra-
tion of a new life, the joy
of a new couple or the
remembrance of a life
that has passed.

At Christmas we en-
joy the Carol Service
and the Christingle and
perhaps the Midnight
Communion. The
neatly mown church-
yard and the solidity
and beauty of a building
which has stood for
some 900 years adds

Church is not Cheap!

immeasurably to the
experience of living in
A s c o t t - u n d e r -
Wychwood and, not to
mince words, does no
harm to house prices.

So Holy Trinity is
very much a part of all
of lives and I guess that
most of us would be
quite upset if the doors
were to close for the last
time and care of the
churchyard handed over
to the District Council.
If there were no more
baptisms, no more wed-
dings and if it was no
longer possible to be
buried in the church-
yard, the continuity of
life in Ascott would be
damaged for ever.

Could it happen?
Well yes, quite easily.
Church is not cheap.  To
maintain a building that
is so old is not easy.  To
train, reward and pro-
vide our clergy with the
infrastructure and sup-
port that they need to
do their invaluable work
costs money.  In the past
there has perhaps been
the feeling that The
Church of England is a
bit like the National
Health Service, Govern-
ment funded and free to
all.  In fact nothing
could be further from
the truth.  The Church
is best described as asset
rich but cash poor and
even its assets really have
very little monetary
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value because usually
they just cannot be sold.

In round figures it
costs the congregation
of Holy Trinity £15,000
each and every year just
to keep the church
doors open with a Vicar
to lead services.  Even
then we are very lucky
that we have two priests
who work full-time in
other occupations but
who are happy to lead
services every Sunday
across the Benefice, free
of charge.  The average
congregation here is 15
so the sums are quite
easy to do.  Of course
the concerts, fetes and
other money raising
events help but a great
deal of work has to go

Church is not Cheap continued...

into the organisation of
these.

So is this a plea for
money?  Well sort of,
but we really felt that
Ascott should be aware
of the situation now
rather than be faced
with a crisis when fund-
ing becomes critical.
We pray that the
church be used for the
purpose for which it
was built and that each
Sunday we could wel-
come more and more
people through the
doors.  It would be hard
to find a more welcom-
ing congregation or a
stronger team of clergy,
so please do come and
join us and take advan-
tage of this wonderful

place of spiritual peace
and regeneration.

Of course, if your
faith lies elsewhere but
you feel that the build-
ing is important, you
can always make dona-
tions that are used ex-
clusively to maintain
and repair the fabric.  If
you have any questions,
offers or suggestions,
please contact Tim Lyon
on 832531 or Anne
Braithwaite on 831282.
We will be delighted to
speak with you.

Tim Lyon

Confirmation
Classes

We are about to start
Confirmation Classes
for children [11+] and
adults [all ages!] across
the Benefice. If you are
interested please con-
tact Mark Abrey as soon
as possible on 01608
676572.

Saturday 3rd September

Darren Moss Memorial Match

Ascott Old Boys

V

Milton

1pm kick-off
Ascott-under-Wychwood Playing Field
Please come and show your support.
Drinks in The Swan after the match.

ALL WELCOME!
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Births
On 15th February 2005
to Caroline and Conor
O’Brien, a daughter,
Ruby Grace.

At a benefice service
held at Chadlington on
the 19th June 2005
Eleanor Edwards, from
Ascott, was one of sev-

Appointment of Eucharistic Ministers

eral to be authorised to
administer the sacra-
ment and to take Holy
Communion to the
sick.

Tim Lyon will also be
appointed at a later
date.

Mark Aubrey

Deaths

My Mother was born on
the 10th December 1908
and died on the 8th

March 2005 aged 96.
She was born in Ram-
sden and went to school
there until she was 14.
On leaving school she
went into service at the
Big House.

Evelyn’s main leisure
pursuit was dancing.
Years ago, there were
many dances in Ram-

Baptisms

1 May
Maisie Jane Jackson
22 May
Douglas William
Penning

28 May
Emily Sarah Genevieve
Wood

Evelyn Kate Storey 1908-2005

sden and Hailey and that
is how she met my fa-
ther. He used to cycle
from Ascott in the eve-
nings to attend the
dances. Mum and Dad
were married in 1929 at
Ramsden Church, then
set up home in Ascott.
They had two daugh-
ters, the late Isobel and
myself. Mum was one of
the founder members of
the Women’s Institute

in the village. She also
belonged to the Mary
Walton Night Watchers
Scheme. She and my
Aunty would sit with
people who were ill so
that their relatives could
have a nights sleep.
Mum and Dad did ball-
room and modern se-
quence dancing which
resulted in many parties
and holidays right up
until he died in 1974.
Isobel and I both had
two children which re-
sulted in eight great
grandchildren for Mum.
She doted on them.
Mum’s house was in an
ideal place because she
could watch the chil-
dren playing and hear
their laughter.

Jill Greenaway.

On 9th April 2005,
Darren Moss aged 33
years.
On 13th April 2005,
Barbara Clutton-Brock
aged 92 years.

On 21st April 2005,
Freda Yaxley aged 92
years.
On 15th June 2005,
Nancy McCara aged 78
years.
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Darren was born at the
Radcliffe Infirmary, Ox-
ford, on 3rd February
1972 to Judy and Peter,
the very proud parents.
He grew up in Ascott liv-
ing with his Mum and
Dad, first at No.5 The
Green and later at 9
Shipton Road. I can re-
member before he
started school. A small
boy knocking on the
door to play with his
two cousins Mandy and
Gayle, who regarded
him as a little brother.

He attended Ascott
Primary School and
later Burford School.
He had many friends
near and far, some from
his early years in Ascott
and enjoyed playing
football and riding his
bike with them,
amongst other things
that village boys did. As
he grew up he devel-
oped a love of sport. His
name is on a rugby ball
at Burford School, a
sport he was talking to
me about only last year
at Robbie and Jonny’s
christening and which
was very dear to his
heart. He enjoyed fish-
ing with his dad in his

Darren Moss 1972-2005

younger years and
played football for
Wychwood Boys.

He was a strong sup-
porter of Liverpool on
whose victory in the
Champions League he
would have been very
proud.

Darren started his
working life in the
building trade, firstly for
Fisher and Townsend,
before turning his tal-
ents to computers
which took him world-
wide. He enjoyed visit-
ing other countries
through his work but
looked forward to re-
turning home to his
wife Janet and their two
little boys Robbie and
Jonny.

Darren met Janet
while on holiday abroad
and contacted her on his
return. Their relation-
ship was a long distance
one at first but eventu-
ally, Janet joined Darren
in the Wychwoods
where they set up their
first home in a little cot-
tage at Five Ways in
Shipton. They made
their life together in
Shipton and married in
September 1995 at

Holy Trinity Church,
Ascott. Later they
moved to Cliffe Bunga-
low in Shipton in 1998
just before Darren be-
came the proud father of
Robbie in February
1999. Jonny joined
their happy family unit
in April 2004.

He was a family man
and loved to play with
his boys. He was proud
of his family which was
plain to see when just
six days before his death,
he showed me a family
photo recently taken of
them all together.

Darren is much loved
and greatly missed by
Janet, the boys, Judy
and Pete, his family and
many, many friends. He
provided us with many
happy times and has left
us with many happy
memories, - that cheeky
smile will remain with
us always.

Marilyn Baker.
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On behalf of my wife
Judy, daughter-in-law
Janet and myself, I
would like, through the
village magazine, to
thank all those sincerely
who sent cards, flowers,
phone calls and letters
to us over the tragic loss
of our son Darren. We
were overwhelmed by
the support we received
from the village in our

time of need. I would
also like especially to
thank the Reverend
Mark Abrey for all his
support, a very genuine
man. Also to P.C.
Kevin Payne to whom
we owe a great deal. This
man could not have
done more for us than
he did, far beyond the
call of duty. Darren will
obviously be a very great

loss to us but the sup-
port we have received
and the attendance at
his funeral will remain
in our memory forever.
Many thanks.

P.S. The Charity we
decided to give the do-
nation to, the Taplow
Traffic trust, raised
£812.48.

Peter Moss

Born in Polrun, Corn-
wall on the 26th Sep-
tember 1912, Barbara
was the daughter of
Frank Mitchell, a Cor-
nish schoolmaster, and
his wife Caroline. The
family moved to Kent
on her Fathers appoint-
ment as a Headmaster
and Barbara went to
Ashford School for
Girls from where she
won a scholarship to
University College Lon-
don to study Chemis-
try. Before taking her
place, she spent some
time in Paris. As a stu-
dent, she combined an
enthusiasm for party-
going and night-clubs
with a dedication to
radical politics, taking

Barbara Clutton-Brock, 1912-2005
part in the Jarrow hun-
ger marches as the del-
egate for Shoreditch. In
1936, she met and mar-
ried Alan Clutton-
Brock. During the Sec-
ond World War she
worked as a civilian for
Operational Research at
RAF Bomber Com-
mand using photo-
graphic evidence to ana-
lyse the results of Brit-
ish raids. In 1954, Alan
inherited Chastleton
House from a distant
cousin. The house had
been little changed since
its completion in 1612
and Alan and Barbara
opened it up to the pub-
lic. Barbara loved enter-
taining and music and
arranged several charity

concerts during the lat-
ter part of her time
there. Her husband died
in 1975 but Barbara
continued to live at
Chastleton for a further
15 years when she was
compelled to leave due
to ill-health. In 1991,
she sold the house and
it is now in the care of
the National Trust.
Barbara was a gifted con-
versationalist, a kind,
caring and generous
mother and grand-
mother, loved a good
family party as well as
her great bridge after-
noons. She leaves a
daughter Eleanor and
two grandsons.

Darren Moss
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At our AGM, which
was held on the 4th July,
the Chairman took the
opportunity to thank all
those who helped in the
shop during the last
year.  The volunteers
plus the paid staff cou-
pled with the support
we have received from
our customers had ena-
bled us to have a suc-
cessful years trading.

New Members

Everyone is reminded
that the village shop is
an Industrial and Provi-
dence Society and is
owned and managed by
its members.  We cur-
rently have 200 share-
holders. If you would
like to have a say in the
running of the shop
why not purchase a £10
share and become part
of this important local
initiative?  Perhaps you
have lived in the village
for some time but
missed the first oppor-
tunity to buy shares
when the shop opened
or maybe you have re-
cently moved here. It’s
not too late.  For further
details please contact
Stuart Fox on 01993

Ascott Village Shop
832004 and we will let
you have a share appli-
cation form.

Shop Displays

If you are a local club
or society and would
like to mount a window
display in the shop to
bring your activities to
the notice of the village
please contact Sandy
Markwell on 01993
831870.  We are keen to
support all local organi-
sations through the vil-
lage shop and we are
happy to help publicise
your activities. Displays
would normally be set
up for one or two weeks
and the shop staff will
be happy to hand out
flyers giving further de-
tails of your organisa-
tion.

Auditor

Mr Derek Wilson has
audited the shops ac-
counts for the last two
years on an honorary
basis.  Unfortunately
Derek has left the area
and now lives in Strat-
ford-upon-Avon and we
are therefore looking for
a registered Auditor
who would be willing to

take on this honorary
role.  If you would like
to discuss the shop’s
auditing requirements
please contact the Treas-
urer, Stuart Fox on
01993 832004.

There are many other
ways that you might be
able to help in the run-
ning of the shop.  If you
have any free time, say
3- 4 hours a week, and
would like to serve in
the shop please contact
Emma Jackson on
01993 832936.  There
will also be occasions
when we have one off
work to complete; it
might be spring-clean-
ing, decorating etc. If
you feel that you could
help in any way please
contact Emma, let her
know what your skills or
interests are and we can
put your name on our
volunteers register.

Again many thanks
for everyone’s help and
support.

Ascott Village Shop
Management

Committee
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There were 20 gardens
and other venues open
to the public including
two gardens new to the
event at Meadowbank
House and Brook Barn.
Visitors were very lucky
to have so many lovely
and well-tended gardens
to view and many made
appreciative comments
which showed they had
enjoyed themselves.
Unhappily, we had to
say farewell to the splen-
did garden at the Barn
House because Diana
and George Byatt were
in the throes of packing
prior to moving away
from the village. They
and their garden were
missed and we wish
them many happy gar-

Gardens Festival Weekend - 18/19 June

dening hours at their
new home.

We thought we‘d
been blessed by good
weather which in a way
we had but it did turn
out to be a curse. It was
just too darn hot. Flow-
ers and plants managed
to withstand the heat
and humidity - just

about: visitors, garden
owners and others run-
ning activities wilted.
Paul Cunningham de-
serves special mention
for standing hours over
a red-hot barbeque and
making  a good sum of
money for the event.
The other person I will
particularly mention is
Andrew Timms who
donated a large number
of plants for sale from
his nursery in Shipton.
Wychwood Wrought
Iron in London Lane,
Christopher at the Loft
Gallery and Bluebells,
both at Crown Farm,
contributed by way of
splendid raffle prizes as
did a number of villag-
ers. In the main, local
people won the prizes
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though one went to
Brize Norton and an-
other to Eastbourne.
The children‘s competi-
tion had four winners.

They were
Rhiannon Pen-
ning, Emma
and Kirsty
Plant and
William Bugeja. Con-
gratulations to you all.

Most gardens and
events received similar
numbers of visitors. In
total about 150 people
visited which was

around half
the number
who came
two years
ago. The
heat kept
people away
and, as with
most June
week-ends,
there were

other local events taking
place which gave us com-
petition. Gardens at the
eastern and western ex-
tremities of the village
did not get many visi-
tors because most peo-
ple started off at
the centre and
did not have the
strength to reach
both ends of the

people away. Neverthe-
less all contributed tidy
sums to the overall tak-
ings.

I hope nobody feels
they have laboured in
vain since despite the
weather challenges the
week-end netted £1200,
a good chunk to be able
to take off the shop
mortgage. This was a
considerable success in
the circumstances and a
great tribute to all who
worked so hard for it.
The shop also did very
well on both afternoons

selling lots of drinks
and very nearly empty-
ing the freezer of all
icecreams and lollies.

village. The
cream teas, cake
stall and bric-a-
brac also suf-
fered from the
effects of the
heat keeping
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There was the odd per-
son who just went into
the shop for a large slice
of air conditioning and
who would blame
them. Had we charged
10p a time for a blast of
cold air we might have
doubled the take –
something to remember
for future summer
events! Many thanks to
those who changed
shifts or worked extra
hours to keep the shop
open until 5pm both
days.

The many, many peo-
ple in the village who
were involved and do-
nated their time and
efforts to the week-
end can feel proud of
the achievement.
What has amazed me
in organising the
event is how nobody
I asked had to be ca-
joled to take part.
Everyone did it will-
ingly. It is rare to find

such out and out uni-
versal goodwill.

Thank you all
very much for mak-
ing it a successful
event.

Yvette Keauffling

More Open Garden
photos on page 51
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OUR England is a garden
that is full of stately views,
Of borders, beds and shrub-
beries and lawns and av-
enues,
With statues on the terraces
and peacocks strutting by;
But the Glory of the Garden
lies in more than meets the
eye.

The Glory of the Garden

For where the old thick lau-
rels grow, along the thin red wall,
You’ll find the tool- and potting-sheds which are
the heart of all,
The cold-frames and the hot-houses, the dungpits
and the tanks,
The rollers, carts and drain-
pipes, with the barrows and
the planks.

And there you’ll see the gar-
deners, the men and
’Prentice boys
Told off to do as they are
bid and do it without noise;
For, except when seeds are
planted and we shout to
scare the birds,
The Glory of the Garden

it abideth not in
words.
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And some can pot begonias and some
can bud a rose,
And some are hardly fit to
trust with anything that
grows;
But they can roll and trim
the lawns and sift the sand
and loam,
For the Glory of the Garden
occupieth all who come.

Our England is a garden, and such gar-
dens are not made
By singing:—“Oh, how beautiful!” and
sitting in the shade,
While better men than we go out and
start their working lives
At grubbing weeds from gravel-paths with
broken dinnerknives.

There’s not a pair of legs so thin,
there’s not a head so thick,
There’s not a hand so weak and
white, nor yet a heart so sick,
But it can find some needful job
that’s crying to be done,
For the Glory of the Garden
glorifieth every one.

Then seek your job with thankful-
ness and work till further orders,
If it’s only netting strawberries or
killing slugs on borders;
And when your back stops aching

and your hands be-
gin to harden,
You will find yourself
a partner in the
Glory of the Garden.

Oh, Adam was a gardener, and God who
made him sees
That half a proper gardener’s work is done
upon his knees,
So when your work is finished, you can
wash your hands and pray
For the Glory of the Garden that it may
not pass away!
And the Glory of the Garden it shall never
pass away!

Rudyard Kipling
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Ascott-under-Wychwood Parish Council

Margaret Ismail
Parish Clerk

(832829)
Parish Council:
Nigel Braithwaite,
Chairman  831282
Elaine Byles  831427
Stuart Fox  832004
Mike Pearce  830058
Wendy Pearse 831023

The Parish Council has
been busy with the usual
routine items on the
Agenda since my last re-
port.  Efforts are being
made to clear the cul-
vert drain near the rail-
way which causes flood-
ing on the corner near
Wychwood Court.
This is the responsibil-
ity of  Network Rail but
it is proving very diffi-
cult to get them to do
the work.  The Parish
and the District Coun-
cil are trying to put pres-
sure on them to get the
work done before the
winter.  We have repeat-
edly asked County to
repair various kerbing
and paving works

around the village but
unfortunately we are
low priority due to lack
of funding for this type
of work but we will con-
tinue to request that the
work is done.  The Risk
Assessment work is on
going and work on the
overhanging trees in the
playing field will begin
shortly.  A litter pick up
was organised on 23rd

April and the Council-
lors would like to thank
the 12 volunteers who
gave up their Saturday
morning to help clear
litter around the village.

On a personal note I
will be giving up my
post as your Parish
Clerk shortly.  I have

greatly enjoyed the past
three years but due to
personal commitments
I can no longer continue
and I need a replace-
ment!   The job mainly
involves taking minutes
of the monthly meet-
ings, basic book keeping
skills, record keeping
and contacting the Dis-
trict and County Coun-
cils about various items
arising from the meet-
ings.  I have learned a
tremendous amount
about how local govern-
ment works and it is a
really good way of get-
ting to know about lo-
cal issues.  Even better
there is a pay rise due for
the new incumbent.  If
anyone would like
more information or an
informal chat about
what is involved please
give me a call.
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Cllr Hilary Biles has
been appointed as the
new Cabinet Member
with responsibility for
Housing.  This follows
the resignation by Cllr
Louise Chapman from
the Cabinet after her
appointment to the
Cabinet at Oxfordshire
County Council with
responsibility for chil-
dren’s services.  Louise
will continue to serve as
a District Councillor
representing Witney
West Ward.

Speaking following
her appointment Cllr
Hilary Biles said, “I look
forward to my new
role”.  “Providing afford-
able housing continues
to be a priority for the
Council, and we have
had considerable success
in building new homes
and gaining the financial
resources to do this.

New Cabinet Member

However, central gov-
ernment cutbacks may
mean some difficult
decisions in the future
regarding housing re-
lated support for vul-
nerable people, but  I
can assure everyone
that I will be doing all
I can to protect this sec-
tor.”

Cllr Biles represents
Ascott and Shipton
wards and has been a
member of the District
Council since May
2002.  For the last 2
years she has chaired the
Economic and Social
Overview and Scrutiny
Committee. She also
sits on the Development
& Control and Uplands
Planning committees.
She has represented the
District Council on the
Oxfordshire Joint
Health Overview &
Scrutiny committee and
has campaigned hard to
maintain and protect
local health services.  In
May 2005 she was
elected to represent
Chipping Norton on the
County Council.

At the elections in
May Cllr Louise

Chapman was also
elected to Oxfordshire
County Council.  Be-
cause of the demands of
this post it would be
extremely difficult for
her to hold Cabinet po-
sitions with both coun-
cils.

Cllr Chapman said,
“I have greatly enjoyed
my roles in the District
Council’s Cabinet, first
Cultural Services and
then Housing and
Homelessness.  My new
role at the County car-
ries enormous responsi-
bilities, but I will under-
take the challenge with
enthusiasm and energy.
The way I look at it is
that I am still working
for all the people of
West Oxfordshire as
well as everyone else
across the whole of the
county.”

Cllr Hilary Biles

Cllr Lousie Chapman
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I wonder how many
children today look at
the trees in Ascott, par-
ticularly by the church-
yard. When we were
children, my brother
Jim and I used to live at
Coldstone Farm,
Ascott. When we went
to the village school we
used to go through the
churchyard four times
every day. Even at that
age I used to notice the
trees, especially the sil-
ver birch. It was a much
more slender tree than
it is now. At that time
the avenue of lime trees
used to meet above the
path to make an arch-
way. This was before
they were lopped so it
was never the same after
that. Two years ago I

Can You Plant a Tree for Ascott?

had a more detailed
look at the avenue. It
was quite interesting to
notice how they had
been planted. They are
not opposite one an-
other. Each one is oppo-
site the space between
the two on the other
side of the path. I won-
dered who had planted
them and which year it
was. I thought it would
have been interesting to
have heard what the peo-
ple said to one another
as they planned it and
did it. It would be nice
to know how big the
trees were when they
were planted.

I wonder how many
people in Ascott can re-
member the horse chest-
nut trees which used to

grow in the churchyard.
The biggest one in par-
ticular was a most beau-
tiful tree. They were cut
down because they used
to block the light from
the houses opposite in
The Green and
ChurchView. I don’t
doubt that they did but
it was a terrible shame.
They must have been
well over two hundred
years old. Had anyone
thought of taking a pho-
tograph of them before
they were destroyed?

There used to be
many more trees in the
countryside than there
are now. A lot of elm
trees grew in the hedges
of Coldstone Farm.
When the farm was sold
in 1952 all the trees
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which were suitable for
timber were cut down
and sold. It seemed a
great pity at the time,
although they would
probably have died from
Dutch Elm Disease
many years later We
should not forget that
part of Ascott’s name
comes from Wychwood
Forest. It is nothing like
as extensive as it used to
be when it reached as far
as Swinbrook.

Now this is the rea-
son I decided to write
about trees in the Ascott
area. First I wanted to
tell you about three
horse chestnut trees
which are now growing
in the hedges at
Honeydale Farm. In
about 1947 Jim and I
collected five conkers –
quite possibly from the

trees in the churchyard
which were later cut
down. With guidance
from our parents we
planted them in a stone
trough. We were a little
disappointed that only
three grew, but we used
to water them and al-
ways took an interest in
them. In 1952 we had
to leave the house at
Coldstone and moved
to Honeydale Farm
which is now part of
what was Coldstone
Farm. We took the trees
and planted them in our
new garden. There they
stayed for a number of
years until they were big
enough to plant in the
hedge. A few years ago
we planted two more
conkers in the same
stone trough. Only one
grew but we now have a

new tree growing in the
garden. When it is big
enough we will plant it
in one of the hedges.

Now I am asking read-
ers if they would plant
some conkers in the au-
tumn. It is probably
best to put them in a
f lower pot or tub to
begin with until they are
big enough to plant out.
Remember that not all
conkers grow so it
would be best to plant
at least two and you do
have to be patient. A
good place to look for
conkers would be under
the tree on the village
green. So why not en-
courage your children
and grandchildren to
plant conkers or other
tree seeds so that they
can in the future enjoy
watching new trees grow
for Ascott.

Gertrude Pearse

Editors note:
Current thinking is that
we should plant native
trees. Why not collect
acorns, ash keys and beech
nuts.
Remember, if you want to
plant on someone else’s land
- ask permission first!
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Make a note in your dia-
ries, the Wychwood For-
est Fair will take place
on Sunday 4th Septem-
ber on land opposite
Banbury Hill Farm, on
the Enstone Road just
outside of  Charlbury.

The Forest Fair,
which is organised by
the Friends of
Wychwood, has now
become an exciting an-
nual event bringing to-
gether local community

The Fair Comes to Wychwood
groups, food producers,
conservation organisa-
tions and rural crafts dis-
plays. Visit the arts and
crafts tent and through
the other displays take
the opportunity to see
what is happening in
your local community.

Children can enjoy a
variety of activities in-
cluding the Green Man,
a storyteller. A wide
range of refreshments
will be available, includ-

ing a beer tent selling
locally brewed ale, for
those wanting to enjoy
a pleasant day in the
Wychwood country-
side. There will be a
book stall and a plant
stall plus a wide variety
of local produce for sale.

So mark the date on
your calendar and join
us for a pleasant after-
noon out!
Friends of Wychwood

A frequent question for
people who work with
trees is “how old do you
think that one is then?”.
At this point the heart
sinks and depending
upon mood and the in-
terest of the questioner
either a quick, and prob-
ably wrong, answer is
given or a long explana-
tion begun.  Trees grow
from the outside, laying
down new ‘wood’ on
top of the previous
year’s growth.  Some
trees produce annual
growth rings that can be
counted when the tree
has been felled.  How-
ever, this is a rather dras-
tic way to find how old

How Old is that Tree ?
a tree is.  It is possible
with care and practice,
to extract a small core
of wood using a special
tool called an increment
borer.  However, this
too damages the tree
and can provide an en-
try point for decay.  The
technique also doesn’t
work if the tree is hol-
low.  The late Alan
Mitchell gives a handy
guide to calculating tree
age from trunk size
clearly explained in his
excellent book ‘A Field
Guide to the Trees of
Britain and Northern
Europe’.  This method
works best with impe-
rial units and says that

on average a tree will
increase in girth by one
inch in one year.  This
simple calculation needs
to be adjusted to take
into account slower and
quicker growing species
and whether the tree is
open grown, in an av-
enue or a woodland.
Whilst the rule works
reasonably well for trees
that are growing at a
consistent rate it is less
useful for very old trees
– which are usually the
ones that attract most
interest.

The reality is that
trees do not grow at the
same rate throughout
their life.  Like us, as
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trees get older they slow
down, only the slowing
down can last for centu-
ries.  If the period of
slow growth is not taken
into account an estima-
tion of age from trunk
girth could significantly
underestimate the true
age.  The point at which
growth of a tree starts to

slow is inf luenced by
many factors including
the species, the growing
conditions and whether
or not there has been
any crown damage.  To
get a reasonable estimate
of age requires all these
factors to be taken into
account.   For those who
are very keen the Forestry

Commission publishes
a six-page guide on how
to make these assess-
ments for some tree spe-
cies.  So the next time
you wonder how old a
tree is, have your calcu-
lator handy.

Nick Mottram
The Wychwood

Project

I recently read an article
about women prisoners
at HM Prison Brockhill,
Redditch, which men-
tioned how desperate
the women were for craft
kits (cross stitch etc)

Appeal for Craft Material for Women Prisoners

wool, plastic knitting
needles and coloured
pencils.

If anyone has any
such items which they
could donate, please
leave them in Church in

a suitably marked bag or
telephone and I will ar-
range to collect them. I
will then take the collec-
tion over in the au-
tumn.

Becky Abrey
[01608 676572]
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A Voluntary Parish Warden working for the
Cotswolds Conservation Board
Many of our readers
may not be aware that
Ascott is inside the
Cotswolds Area of Out-
standing Natural
Beauty, the largest in
England and Wales.
Since March, Gerald
Simper, a Cotswold
Warden who lives in
Charlbury, has volun-
teered to act as a contact
and link between the
Cotswolds Conserva-
tion Board and the Par-
ish of Ascott. The Board
has recently been set up
to manage the Cots-
wolds ANOB. They
have an independent
voice and are able to

make their own deci-
sions. They have a twin
role:
• To conserve and

enhance the natural
beauty of the
ANOB.

• To increase the
understanding and
enjoyment of the
special qualities of
the ANOB.
As a Cotswold Vol-

untary Warden for
Ascott, Mr.  Simper will
aim to patrol all public
rights of way in the Par-
ish at least twice a year
to ensure that access is
clear and that they are
adequately waymarked.

He will arrange for reno-
vation or replacement of
rights of way furniture as
necessary with the agree-
ment of landowners.

There may also be
funding for other
projects carried out by
the Cotswold Wardens
within the Parish such
as hedge and tree plant-
ing, dry stone walling,
hedge-laying or the pro-
duction of local walk
leaflet. Cotswold War-
dens have been respon-
sible for the restoration
and clearance of the
sheepwash at the west-
ern edge of the Parish for
a number of years.

Finally, if you would
like to suggest any
projects that the Cots-
wold Voluntary War-
dens may be able to help
with to enhance the
work of the Conserva-
tion Board please get in
touch with a member of
the Parish Council.
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Nature Notes

Mention endangered
plant species and most
people would expect
you to be referring to
something exotic, like
an orchid. No! In fact
some of the plants most
at risk are classified as
weeds!

Whilst driving to
Charlbury I saw a field
of wheat in which there
was a sprinkling of red
poppies and it occurred
to me how rarely our
corn fields are enlivened
by the colour of poppies
or other flowers and yet
old records show that
many wild flowers did

f lourish in this area
along with the cereal
crops.

 Arable weeds have
been with us since man
first started farming in
Neolithic times. Some
of the weeds arrived
with the Romans as sup-
plies were imported to
feed the Legions and
some, such as poppies
and corncockle, may

have originated in the
Far-East and arrived in
Britain as a result of the
westward movement of
arable agriculture.

Another group of
weeds, including
mugwort, plantains and
shepherds purse were
plants of the tundra in
late-glacial Britain and
have survived and
thrived with the com-
ing of agriculture.

By mediaeval times
the most frequent weeds
were mayweed, wild rad-
ish, corncockle, various
vetches, cleavers (goose-
grass) and corn mari-
gold. The earliest re-
corded legislation
against a weed was a law
passed by Henry II re-
quiring the removal and
destruction of the corn
marigold.

All arable weeds have
adapted to the cycle of
agricultural activity.
Turning the soil in
spring encourages germi-
nation and they grow,
flower and set seed be-
fore the corn is har-
vested. Some seeds, es-
pecially the poppy can
lay buried and dormant
for many years germinat-

ing once the land is “dis-
turbed” hence newly
ploughed fields will have
a crop of flowers in the
first year and poppies
adorn the sides of newly
created motorways.

The flowering of pop-
pies in Flanders during
the First World War,
which gave rise to the
use of the poppy as a
symbol of remem-
brance, was caused
when the ground was
disturbed as trenches
were dug and further dis-
turbed by the impact of
exploding shells.

What other species
have declined?  The
bright blue cornflower
was present in almost
every arable field and
from the 17th century
until the 1930’s was
considered a “pestilen-
tial weed.” By the end

of the 1970’s it had be-
come nationally scarce.
In the late 1980’s and
1990’s it had started to
reappear on unsprayed
set-aside land. The
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pheasant’s eye, with its
red flowers and ferny fo-
liage had also declined in
the 1940’s and was rarely
seen. It reappeared in
brief but glorious profu-
sion when the M4 mo-
torway was built
through Wiltshire. A
less showy species, the
shepherd’s needle, with
its sharp long seed pods
was driven to the point
of extinction by the
practice of stubble burn-
ing. Since this has
stopped the plant is
making a slow return
where conditions per-
mit. The venus looking
glass is now mainly re-
stricted to the Salisbury
Plain, but was once
found in this area, with
flowers like purple stars
weaving between the
corn stalks. Its seeds are
oval and as shiny as pol-
ished brass, hence its
name.

After the poppy, one
of the most spectacular

weeds was the bright yel-
low corn marigold.
Farmers had a constant

battle to eradicate this
weed. The seeds could
survive for 15 years in
the soil and the waxy
coating on its leaves
made it resistant to
most herbicides. One
weakness is that it can-
not tolerate frost, so it
can only grow in late
spring amongst spring
sown corn. The change
to autumn sowing weak-
ened its position.
Liming the fields re-
duced its numbers still
further. In the 1980’s
specific weed killers were
developed and within a
few years the marigold
almost disappeared.

Why are these, once
common, f lowers now
under threat of extinc-
tion? Agriculture is now
a difficult business and
crop yields need to be
maximised in order to
allow the farmer to re-
cover his costs and per-
haps make a profit. To
achieve  this it is neces-
sary to use herbicides to
keep the crop clean and
avoid competition from
weeds and to use mod-
ern varieties that can be
closely planted, again
preventing other plants
from growing. Modern

seed supplies are also
very “clean” and don’t
contain the seeds of ar-
able weeds. The change
from spring to autumn
sown crops and the use
of artificial fertilisers
may also have had an
adverse effect.

What can we do to
preserve this unique
group of f lowering
plants? Already, under
the Countryside Stew-
ardship Scheme, farm-
ers are being encouraged
to create “wildlife
strips” and “conserva-
tion headlands” adja-
cent to cereal crops.
These strips are about 6
metres wide and lie be-
tween the crop and the
field boundary. A fur-
ther strip, 1 metre wide
is created as a sterile
strip to prevent aggres-
sive weeds spreading
into the arable crop.
These conservation
headlands are culti-
vated, but not cropped
and are not treated with
herbicides, fungicides
or pesticides, nor are
they treated with artifi-
cial fertilisers.

Headlands allow the
arable weeds to return,
without harming the
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corn crop and they act
as home to many ben-
eficial insects and pro-
tect hedgerows from
spray-drift.

Plant Life Interna-
tional is encouraging
many of these schemes
in our area in conjunc-
tion with the Cotswold
Rare Plants Group. One
notable success has been
at Ditchley, where the
rare red hemp nettle
once f lourished but
four years ago had virtu-
ally disappeared. A con-

servation headland was
created in the field
where the plant was
known to have grown
and the soil was lightly
turned each spring. Over
four years the numbers
of this plant growing on
the headland has in-
creased and nearly one
hundred were recorded
last year.

Does it matter if a few
weeds become extinct?
Yes! Every plant and ani-
mal in our countryside
is interdependent. Re-

move one species and
others will be affected
and our world becomes
a poorer and less diverse
place.

Stuart Fox

Friends of Helen &
Douglas House: a new
scheme set up across
Oxfordshire and be-
yond. Open to every-
one, an exciting new
way of supporting the
work of your local chil-
dren’s and young
adults’ hospice.

Ever read about the
work of Helen & Doug-
las House and wanted
to help out?  Well,
from this month you

can.  An exciting new
‘Friends of Helen &
Douglas House’ scheme
is currently being set up
to support and motivate
willing volunteers who
wish to work alongside
the fundraising team of
the Oxford hospice and
anyone can join in.  Lo-
cal people in Oxford and
beyond are invited to set
up their very own Helen
& Douglas House
Friends Group to repre-

sent the hospice in their
area and join in their
fundraising activities.
Initial approaches have
already been made to
some current enthusias-
tic supporters and the re-
sponse has been very
positive.

The Friends scheme is
a response to numerous
enquiries over the years
from local people who
wish to develop an on-
going active relationship
with the fundraising
work of Helen & Doug-
las House.  By organis-
ing and nurturing the
immensely practical and
much-appreciated good
will of the people of Ox-

Buzzards

Our resident pair of
Buzzards have success-
fully raised one chick,
which have now fledged
and left the nest. Buz-
zards tend to return to
the same nesting site
each year, so it is possi-
ble that they will raise a
larger brood next time.
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I would like to take this
opportunity to intro-
duce myself - as part of
the Neighbourhood Po-
licing team, my ‘area’
has now been extended
to include the villages of
Ascott-, Milton- and
S h i p t o n - u n d e r -
Wychwood.

I am based at Chip-
ping Norton Police Sta-
tion and work a shift sys-
tem along with my col-
leagues on the Neigh-
bourhood team.
Should you need to con-
tact me personally at
any time, please call
0845 8 505 505 and
leave a message for me
quoting my shoulder
number 3969 and I will
endeavour to call you
back when I am next on

Neighbourhood Policing

duty. To report a crime
please call the same
number and ask to be
put through to the
crime desk, obviously in
an emergency you
should ring 999.

PC 3969
Gordon MONKS.

To contact the Police at
any time, phone
0845 8 505 505.
For emergency calls al-
ways ring 999.

fordshire and beyond,
the fundraising team of
Helen & Douglas
House hopes that peo-
ple’s enthusiasm will be
maintained and that
their relationship with
their much-valued sup-
porters is enhanced and
strengthened.

Each Friends Group
will be made up of a
number of local people

in a village, town or dis-
trict.  They will receive
training, guidance and
much practical and
moral support from the
fundraising team at the
hospice.

At a time when many
people are aware of tre-
mendous need in other
countries, this new
scheme provides an op-
portunity to offer help

to the crucial work of a
charity much nearer to
home.  The Friends
scheme is run by Joanna
Mitchell, Community
Fundraising Manager
for Helen & Douglas
House, and she com-
mented:

 ‘This exciting new
scheme will enable
groups of people in the
community to support
Helen & Douglas
House in a more regular
and positive way. They
will be the ‘face’ of the
charity in their area and,
with lots of encourage-
ment and support from
us here in the
fundraising team, will
be able to plan appro-
priate events that not
only raise money, but
are fun for the people at-
tending and organising
them too. That’s what
fundraising is all about!’

If you are interested
in setting up or joining
your own Friends of
Helen & Douglas
House please contact

Joanna Mitchell
01865 794749 or
email jmitchell@

helenanddouglas.org.uk
website:

www.helenanddouglas.org.uk
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Some new hazel nuts
have been planted in the
allotments at Ascott.
They won’t have silver
nutmegs and golden
pears like the ‘little nut
trees’ in the nursery
rhyme but the Bible
(Genesis xliii 11) calls
nuts one ‘of the best
fruits in the land’ and of
course it’s right.

 Hazels do very well
in Ascott, and these last
few years we have had
some wonderful crops
of nuts, but that’s just
part of the story. The
new bushes will give
splendid pea sticks in
three or four years time;
bean poles after seven or
eight; and good coppice
wood after perhaps
twelve years. Our bushes
in the allotments prob-
ably won’t be allowed to
coppice, but they may
give nuts and should
make a fine showing of
catkins early in the year.
It’s an old country tra-
dition for a man to take
a bunch of the first cat-
kins to his sweetheart,
but finding the flowers
on a hazel is much more
difficult. They come at
much the same time as

We Have Some Little Nut Trees
the catkins but each
flower is scarcely bigger
than a pinhead on the
tip of its bud.

 I vividly remember
‘Nutting Sunday’ during
the Second World War.
The nuts ripen in Sep-
tember, and every fam-
ily spent Nutting Sun-
day searching through
the hedgerows and pick-
ing hard. Hazelnuts have
more energy (about 670
Kcal) than almost any-
thing else, and that was
very important during
the war years when so
many people went hun-

gry. Nut cutlets were a
real feast, but most of
the crop was stored for
the winter in large pot-
tery jars which were
filled with crystallised
sea-salt to keep the nuts
moist and the mice at
bay. Then there were
blackberries to pick un-
til All Saints Day, and
rose hips to make
syrup, and most excit-
ing for a small boy was
‘Stir-up Sunday’ when
mother made the mince
pies for Christmas.

 Hazels are not very
beautiful apart from the
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catkins in mid-winter,
but you may find lots of
ornamental plants in a
good nursery. If you
want coloured leaves
there is ‘Maxima
Purpurea’ for purple and
‘Aurea’ for gold, al-
though its leaves usually
become a rather tar-
nished gold soon after
they appear. The word
‘Filbert’ comes from
the old-English  ‘Full-
Bearded’, and one of the
most ornamental hazels
is the ‘Frizzled Filbert’
in which each nut is bur-

ied deep in an enor-
mously long-bearded
husk. Then there is a
‘fern-leaved’ hazel which
lives up to its name, and
a weeping hazel, and of
course ‘Harry Lauder’s
Walking Stick’. THis is
the corkscrew hazel
where every branch and
twig wriggles like a snake.
It’s better known than
any other variety and
one meets it all over the
world, but the original
plant was found not so
very far away over the
Gloucestershire border

in 1863, so it’s almost
an Ascott local.

 You may think that
a hazel is a hazel is a ha-

V J Hancock & Co. Ltd

Chartered Certified Accountants
& Tax Advisors

A professional and friendly service
covering audit, accounts, business
and personal taxes, tax planning,

 VAT, Payroll, manual and
computerised bookkeeping,

tailored to your requirements

For a free initial consultation call
Valerie Hancock on 01608 641044

Or 01993 708628 after 6pm

Online brochure
www.vjhancockandco.ltd.uk

zel, but if you want good
nuts there are dozens of
special varieties. The
Turkish hazel grows as
big as a beech tree, but
it needs more sun than
we get in England to
ripen its nuts properly.
Cobnuts differ from Fil-
berts because they have
short husks, and the
Germans have a splen-
did round cobnut called
‘Giant of Halle’. Unfor-
tunately it needs careful
pruning to yield a de-
cent crop, and so my
personal favourites are
Lambert’s Filbert and
Cosford. The best plan
is to plant these two va-
rieties close together so
they pollinate each
other, and of course you
can always use them for
pea sticks if you don’t
like my choice of nuts!

Dr Peter Goodford
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Letters to the Grapevine
Any views expressed on the letters page are the personal views of the
contributors and are not necessarily those of the magazine.

The Society finished
the season with a very
interesting talk by Mairi
MacDonald entitled
The Gunpowder Plot in
the Midlands. Most of
the conspirators were
based not far from Strat-
ford on Avon so that
much of the plotting
and indeed the capture
or death of the many
family inter-related plot-
ters took place not far

Wychwoods Local History Society
from our part of England
which added an intrigu-
ing dimension to the
story.

The new season be-
gins on Thursday 15th
September 2005 when
Martin Maw will talk
about The History of
the Oxford University
Press. The meeting will
be held at Milton Vil-
lage Hall at7.30.p.m.
Old and new members

are welcome. Subscrip-
tions are £6 for an indi-
vidual and £9 for a cou-
ple which includes a
copy of Wychwoods
History, when pub-
lished. Visitors wel-
come at any meeting at
£2 per head.

More information
about the Society can
be obtained from
Wendy Pearse on
831023.

Dear Grapevine,
It’s a dog’s life you

know in Ascott-Under-
Wychwood. Lots of
open spaces, rolling
fields where we can run
around, and even a river
to paddle in. We can
count ourselves very
lucky.

As most of you are
aware, we’re quite a
large community in the
Village. Various sizes,
breeds and colours (al-
though black does seem
to be rather domi-
nant!), and even if you
don’t go on these walks,
there are some lovely
short ones as well. For

instance through the
Churchyard (on a lead
of course) around the
Green, up Shipton
Lane, down the High
Street and so on, and
what’s great is that on
these walks special bins
are provided for our
“bits” to be put in!!
However, it is becoming
increasingly obvious
that not everyone is us-
ing them, and sadly we
are seeing more piles ap-
pear where they
shouldn’t be!

So come on you
owners guilty of this
misdemeanour, start

showing the Village and
us more respect or
you’ll give a dog a bad
name!!

Ella Cull,
black Labrador

(age 4 and 3 quarters)
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As a sequel to the arti-
cle about Reginald
Tiddy and Morris Danc-
ing in the last Grape-
vine, Don Barnes has
recently uncovered a set
of documents which he
was given for safekeeping
a number of years ago by
the last teacher at Ascott
Village School before
the school finally closed.
The documents include
four copies of ‘The Mor-
ris and Sword Dances of
England’ printed for
The Morris Ring around
the late 1970s. These
booklets which include
a number of photo-
graphs describe the his-
tory of Morris Dancing
and its popularity at
that time when over 80
clubs were in existence
across the country. The
styles of Morris varied
but the Cotswold tradi-
tion is one of the old-
est, two prominent vil-
lages for the dance being
Ascott and Fieldtown as
Leafield was previously
known.

Photocopies of the
dances known as the
A s c o t t - u n d e r -
Wychwood Dances are
also included amongst

More About the Morris

the documents with de-
scriptions of both the
music and the move-
ments as well as a list of
abbreviations to aid
their understanding.
These dances include
three stick dances, three
handkerchief dances
and three jigs with
names such as Balancy
Straw, Boys of the
Bunch and Jockie to the
Fair, the last being a jig
which could be per-
formed by one, two or
four dancers. These
dances were mainly col-
lected by Cecil Sharp
and Reginald Tiddy in
the first decade of the
twentieth century from
people in the village
with the familiar Ascott
surnames of Pratley,
Longshaw, Honeybone,
Moss and Jackson. Cer-

tainly the Morris Bells
which had come down
from her Honeybone
grandfather to Doris
Warner who until the
end of the Second
World War used to
keep the Post Office at
Centuries House, are
still retained by her fam-
ily.

Co-incidentally there
is also in letter form the
following description
taken from a book by
Edith Moorhouse enti-
tled “A Personal Story
of Oxfordshire Primary
Schools (1946-56)”.
This mentions the film
recently shown of the
children gathering
rushes in the river (note
the river)!

“Extract from chapter
on film “The Village
School” “after that in-
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terlude, the camera vis-
ited a school in the west,
A s c o t t - u n d e r -
Wychwood, where the
Head was an integral
part of the village com-
munity, a prop of the
W.I. and she introduced
into the school a village
tradition which was fad-
ing out, the making of
baskets, mats, etc., from
the rushes pulled from
the River Glyme. The
film showed a group of
the upper juniors
scampering across the
meadows to the river

bank where they
stopped until the
soundings of the depth
of the river had been
made, whereupon some
of the children, and it
was the girls who
stepped in first, pulled
the rushes and handed
them to the children on
the bank. These had to
be carried back in large
bundles to school and
spread out to dry. We
then saw children, even
the very young ones,
making rush mats and
baskets from the previ-

ous year’s collection,
with great skill.”

At Don’s request the
documents will all be
placed amongst the Par-
ish papers in the cup-
board in the Tiddy Hall.
This should mean that
if anyone in the future
wants to revive once
more Ascott’s old tradi-
tion of Morris as Tiddy
did early in the twenti-
eth century, at least a
record of Ascott’s tradi-
tional village dances
should still be available
to be consulted.

Wendy Pearse.

It was over the Christ-
mas Holiday that Kevin
Scully and his son Adam
came to the door with
a video of a film made
in the 1950’s of Ascott
School and wondered if
I knew any of the chil-
dren. As it happened it
was a film I remembered
very well. It was of the
children of which I was
one, going to the river
Evenlode to collect
rushes to make baskets
and table mats. I still
have my basket that I
made to this day.

The Way We Were

There were other
clips from other schools
– Wroxton  with chil-
dren in the stone quarry
and a nice clip of the
children at Kiddington
School nr Woodstock,
having a nature lesson.

A few weeks later
I.T.V. telephoned me
asking if I would go to
Birmingham for an in-
terview regarding the
film, I said I would.
They sent me train tick-
ets and arranged taxis to
and from New Street
Station.

I was very nervous, I
felt just like a country
mouse in the big city.
The studio was very
small and very hot.
There were five people
and a lot of equipment,
but they made me very
comfortable and after
several false starts all
went well.

Several films were
made at Ascott School
including Maypole
dancing, country danc-
ing and other things that
we did. I sometimes
wonder where they are.

continued...
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I liked school and the
teachers. Does anyone
remember Mr Kiwi in
Mrs Green’s room!!!
And the bottles of milk

It amazes me to think
that it is nearly thirty
years since I first came
to live in Oxfordshire.
It was on a warm sum-
mer evening in late June
or early July 1977 that I
met with a surveyor sent
by my bank to ascertain
that Sunny Cottage at
Fordwells was a mort-

Sunny Cottage
gage - able proposition.
I knew that unless the
surveyor was an incorri-
gible romantic like my-
self my plans would
stand little chance.

I opened the door
with a heavy cast iron
key that seemed more
appropriate to a castle
keep than a one and a

half down, two up cot-
tage.  Inside the damp
chill and darkness was
all the more striking for
the sunny warmth of the
garden in which I had
been waiting. There was
electricity to the cottage
but the cables hung in
loops round the walls
and trailed up the stair-
case; it wasn’t so unu-
sual 30 years ago to see
those round, brown,
bakelite light switches
but the surveyor was
tut-tutting and scrib-
bling busily in his note-
book. We moved into
the other room – a six
foot wide scullery with
a stone sink under the
window but no taps.
There was no mains wa-
ter to the cottage, just a
cold water tap at the
gate fed by a spring fur-
ther up the village –
more tut-tutting, more
scribbling.

Leafield Picture Framing

(Tony Croft)

Complete Picture Framing Service
Mount Cutting

Wash Lining
Tapestry Stretching

Door to door delivery and collection
Home consultation if required

Please telephone 01993 878357 or call

Tony Croft
Cotswold View, Ascott Road, Leafield

For Free Estimate or Further Details

around the stove in win-
ter, the outside loos and
the jug of cold water
and basin to wash your
hands, and Mr Cook the

mobile dentist with his
gold fillings.

So many memories.
Thank you Kerri for

all your help!
Anne Franks
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Bed & Breakfast

In Ascott

Excellent independent ensuite rooms
for your friends or relatives coming to stay.

Children welcome.

Please ring Mrs. Ingrid Ridley

01993 830612

We managed to get
to the upper f loor by
keeping to the outside
edges of the stair treads,
judiciously skipping the
most treacherous. The
late evening sun warmed
the bare boards and per-
haps because of the
clear, blue view through
the hole in the roof my
hopes began to rise. My
companion had
stopped  scribbling, it
must have become ob-
vious that any decision
was going to be taken on
other than practical
grounds. We hopped
back down the stairs and
returned to the garden.

The quarter acre of
ground was buzzing with
life: the whirring of in-
sects; the rustlings in the
long grass; the late
birdsong and I learned
later, the popping of lu-
pin pods. A rabbit
scuttered off into the
cover of the copse run-
ning along the east
boundary of the plot.
Being built on a hillside,
the land had either
fallen or been shaped
into terraces and on the
highest one could sit in

the evening sun long af-
ter the lane running
through the bottom of
the valley had been
thrown into shade.
Standing there we could
see the hidden shape of
a garden with grass paths

and f lower borders
edged with stones just
discernible under the
meadow grasses which
had overwhelmed them.

I believe the bank’s
surveyor just didn’t have
the heart to say no,

Caroline Wu
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Ascott Discussion GroupAscott Discussion GroupAscott Discussion GroupAscott Discussion GroupAscott Discussion Group

The Ascott Discussion Group is eight years
old, and is looking for new ideas, a new secre-

tary and new members.

We meet monthly between September and
April, generally on a Friday evening.

Meetings start with a talk (3 0-45 minutes),
followed by a discussion. For the last several
years we’ve also had a Christmas party with a

Pantomime.

All this can continue or change. There will be
an Open Evening for all those in the Wychwood

area interested in joining:

Place: Vine House, Shipton Road, A-u-W
(next to the Swan)

(Thanks to Ann and Robin Burleigh)

Time: Thursday 15 September, 7.30 p.m.

Just turn up!

Wednesday June 15th

– a lovely warm summer
evening, perfect for a
night out. Chosen
venue: the local cinema,
to watch ‘Ladies in Lav-
ender’. No problems
with travelling or costly
parking. A short journey
of five minutes on foot
to arrive at our destina-
tion – Tiddy Hall, for
the launch of ‘Flix in the
Stix’.

On arrival, there was
an opportunity to buy

A Night at the Movies

raffle tickets (all prizes
having a lavender theme)
and light refreshments,
or partake of a free glass
of wine to mark the oc-
casion. With entry tick-
ets purchased at £3 per
adult, less than half the
cost of a regular cinema
ticket, we found a good
seat and with between
60 and 70 other peo-
ple, waited for the ac-
tion to begin.

It was unusual to go
to a cinema full of famil-

iar faces; an excellent op-
portunity for a chat.
One member of our
party had the fore-
thought to bring pop-
corn and it was duly
noted that the wiser
among us took their
own cushions (Rose-
mary and Mark).

‘Ladies in Lavender’
was undemanding (no
tricky plot or gore),
with a touch of hu-
mour and a tinge of sad-
ness, and seemed to be
enjoyed by all. The film
presentation was very
professional with excel-
lent sound and picture
quality and went with-
out a hitch thanks to
Robin Smitten, the pro-
jectionist for the
evening.

On this occasion
proceeds from the raffle
and light refreshments
went to Tiddy Hall, but
it is hoped that in fu-
ture, village clubs and
organisations could ben-
efit.

Flix in the Stix has
access to a film bank
and can source almost
any film, old or new.
Films are currently avail-
able for hire six weeks
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after release but from
next year will be avail-
able three weeks after
release. Films will be
shown monthly and ad-
vertised on the village
notice boards, in the
shop and The Swan.
Films can also be hired
at other times by special
request for fundraising
or parties.

Make the most of Flix
in the Stix. Take advan-
tage of the excellent op-
portunity to advertise,
publicise a forthcoming
event or simply capture
a past event. Home vid-
eos can be used as trail-
ers.

If anybody would
like to lend a hand,
three or preferably four
helpers are required for
each showing. Volun-
teers would be welcome
on a one off basis, ie. no
regular commitment re-
quired.

For the scheme to
succeed it requires a
consistent, good level of
support by a broad spec-
trum of the commu-
nity. The film hired will
be by popular demand,
so vote for your favour-
ite. The best way to do

this is to go and watch a
film, then hand in your
request slip at the end.
You can also return the
enclosed request slip to
the village shop or Simon
Gidman, or fill in the
form on the village shop
notice board.
Future dates:
Wednesday August 10
7:30pm
Vera Drake
Thursday September 8
6:00pm
Garfield the Movie
8:00 pm
Mr and Mrs Smith
Thursday October 13
7:30pm
To be decided

Verdict: A very pleas-
ant evening, well spent
in good company and
a new venture success-
fully launched. Here’s
looking forward to the
return of the big screen
to Ascott-under-
Wychood, not forget-
ting my cushion!

Contact: Simon
Gidman (43 Shipton
Road).

Elaine Byles

Flix in the Stix

Please indicate which films you would like to see:

Your name:_________________________

Film Titles:_________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

Return to Shop or hand to Simon Gidman
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If you happen to be out
and about on the roads
of Oxfordshire at 6.30
of a morning, you might
wonder where everyone
is driving to at such an
hour.  The answer is
probably that they are
off to a business break-
fast club.

In recent years people
have recognised that it is
much more comfortable
to do business with peo-
ple that you know than
it is with complete
strangers.  As a result the
breakfast club has be-
come a very popular way
of meeting potential
suppliers and clients.
Some clubs are commer-
cially run and some just
informal gatherings.

Ascott Breakfast Club
The important feature is
that the attendees need
to be able to get to
know each other, to
know what each can of-
fer and to know the type
of client that others
look for.  In this way a
group of people can
start to market each oth-
er’s businesses.

These clubs are not
just for the self em-
ployed, many employ-
ers encourage staff to
attend and to build up
their network of con-
tacts.  When Ken & I
launched New Tricks
Training Ltd back in
2000, visits to local
breakfast clubs found
our banker, our ac-
countant, our stationery

supplier and our solici-
tor.  Since then we have
attended breakfast clubs
from Cheltenham to
Milton Keynes and be-
come regulars at several.
At most meetings there
will be a speaker and we
have ‘volunteered’ our
services to most of the
clubs in the Midlands.
It is a great way to get in
front of potential cli-
ents!

So, as much as I en-
joy getting up at 5.45am
and driving to Milton
Keynes for a breakfast, it
occurred to me that
there must be opportu-
nities for Ascott people
to trade with each other
if only we knew what
was on offer.   With The
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Swan as the venue, I
publicised a launch
meeting of ABC (Ascott
Breakfast Club) in Feb-
ruary and to my delight
18 people came along.
Since then monthly
numbers have settled at
around 15 and people
are enjoying the oppor-
tunity to get together
for a chat, find out
about each other and to
do business.  We have
been joined by friends
from Leafield and I

hope that the word will
spread into Shipton &
Milton to boost num-
bers further.  We are also
starting to invite speak-
ers to come along and
address the group.

We will be delighted
to welcome new faces at
the meetings, which hap-
pen on the second
Wednesday of the
month, in The Swan,
7.00am for a 7.30am
cooked breakfast.  The
cost is just £7.  If you

would like to come
along, please send  an
email to:
tim@newtricks.co.uk
and I will put you on the
invitation list.   Business
really should be as easy
as ABC!

Tim Lyon
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Stars, clocks and calendars (part 2)
The calendar as we

know it was introduced
by Julius Caesar in  46
BC with its 12 named
months, of differing
numbers of days, to a
total of 365 days and
adding a day in every
fourth (leap) year. This
Julian calendar served
the needs of the admin-
istrators in the state and
the church for  over a
millennium, but by the
late Middle Ages the cal-
endar was becoming
clearly out of step and
the spring equinox was
occurring several days
before 21st March. This
was because the year is
actually 365 ¼ days less
11 minutes and  over a
century the calendar
would have gained
about 18 hours on “star
time” and over 1000
years about 7 ½ days. A
papal commission was
set up to resolve this in
1570 under Pope
Gregory XIII. It was de-
cided to omit 10 days in
October 1582 to bring
the date back into “star
time” and thereafter to
make the years that are
multiples of 100 into

non-leap years unless
they were also multiples
of 400. This very small
adjustment introduced
the Gregorian calendar
which we all use today.
Catholic countries
adopted the new style at
once, but the bishops in
England under Queen
Elizabeth I refused and
it was not adopted in
this country until 1752,
by which time 11 days
had to be omitted from
the calendar, apparently
with considerable pub-
lic protest!  Sweden was
the last western Euro-
pean country to accept
the “New Style” in 1753
and Russia resisted the
reform until the Bolshe-
vik Revolution; even
today Eastern Orthodox
Churches celebrate
Easter on the Julian cal-
endar.

Easter is, of course,
determined as the first
Sunday after the first
full moon after the
spring equinox - as this
was also the time of the
Jewish Passover. The fact
that the solar and lunar
cycles did not coincide
has made the long term

prediction of the date of
Easter a matter of some
complexity.

What then exactly
determines the “star (or
sidereal ) year”?  What
we are really measuring
is the exact period of
revolution of the Earth
in its orbit around the
Sun. This means that we
have to select an exact
position of the sun
against the background
of the stars which we
can take as the starting
point of the year. The
point chosen for this
purpose is the position
of the sun at the spring
equinox which was
originally the first point
of Aries**; this is where
the line of the ecliptic
crosses the celestial
equator and called the
equinoctial point, I
hope a simple diagram
will explain these terms.
The celestial sphere is a
convenient fiction
which describes the
heavenly bodies as if they
were carried on an im-
mense hollow crystal
sphere surrounding the
Earth, which was actu-
ally how the people of
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the ancient world ex-
plained the appearances
of the heavens. For us it
is useful to identify the
positions of the heav-
enly bodies in terms
similar to our earthly
latitude and longitude
on the celestial sphere.
The ecliptic is the path
on the celestial sphere
that the Sun appears to
follow throughout the
year and the celestial
equator is the projec-
tion on the celestial
sphere of the Earth’s
equator. At the each
equinox the sun is ver-
tically above the Earth’s
equator and its passage
across this line is at an
angle of about 23°, ena-
bling the time of its
crossing to be taken
more accurately.

The remarkably pre-
cise movements of the
heavenly bodies have
served us well to regu-
late our lives and clocks.
There was however a
situation where the re-
verse occurred,  in the
vital  need to determine
longitude at sea., which
had been taxing the
most eminent minds of
the 16th - 18th centuries,

as we have been recently
reminded ( in Longitude
by D. Sobel) Only
when robust and accu-
rate clocks were available
was it possible for sail-
ors to keep with them
the time at a reference
point, usually the Green-
wich meridian. They
could then find the lo-
cal time, by taking the
maximum height of the
sun at local noon and
compare this time with
the time at Greenwich.
Knowing that a differ-
ence of one hour in time
corresponded to 15° of
longitude gave their lon-
gitude E or W of Green-
wich.

Thus instead of the
stars being used to regu-
late a clock, an accurate
clock was used to deter-
mine an unknown as-
tronomical/ geographi-
cal value.

Until the mid-twen-
tieth century the ac-
cepted unit of time has
been the ‘mean’ or aver-
age solar day. We now
have atomic clocks and
quartz crystals to give us
an accurate and inde-
pendent standard of
time, replacing that of
the earth’s rotation.

Time itself is a vari-
able in the Universe of
Relativity in a way that
is well beyond the scope
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of this article (or its
writer). Next time we
look at our watch or
check our diary perhaps

**Again there is a small correction to be made. Due to the precession of the axis of the
Earth’ s rotation the equinoctial point has been moving very slowly  westwards ( by 1" every
70 years) along the celestial equator, so that it now lies in the next constellation of Pisces.

we may give a thought
to the long journey that
humanity has travelled
to understand and

measure the changing
but intrinsically regular
rhythms of the natural
world.

Roland Stedeford

Some of the best lanterns
were made from mangelwur-
zels.. These were being har-
vested at just the right time
of year and when the mid-
dle was scraped out, the
outside was ideal for cut-
ting slits for eyes, nose and
mouth. Then with a can-
dle lit inside they made scary
faces in the dark.

Up to about the
nineteen sixties most
farms had an area for
growing root crops i.e.
mangels, kale, potatoes,
swedes  and in some
cases turnips and fodder
beet. Preparation began
with a coat of manure
ploughed in during the
autumn or early winter.
The best seed beds were
obtained if it was
ploughed again twice
more in the following
spring giving a good
depth of loose fine soil.

Lanterns for Hallowe’en
Mangels, kale and pota-
toes could be sown and
planted in April but
swedes were best left
until May or early June
to help them grow
away from a probable
attack by flea beetles.

When the crop had
grown their first true
leaf they were hoed with
a horse hoe, an imple-
ment with a single wheel
at the front and two or
if necessary three angled
blades which were
drawn through the soil
between the rows of the
crop. One man led the
horse and another man
guided the horse hoe. I
remember that skylarks
were usually singing dur-
ing this operation.

Mangel seeds were in
multiples like beetroot
which means that they
grew in clumps and

when the plants had
grown to about two
inches wide across the
leaves they had to be sin-
gled to about twelve
inches apart. Cutting
out, as we called this
job was done by hand
and was more interest-
ing than might be ex-
pected with all the lit-
tle plants being various
sizes. The method was
to keep your eye for-
ward along the row and
select the cock (biggest)
plants at approximately
the right distance be-
tween. This job could
be a bit of a chore if the
ground was wet because
the cut out plants,
weeds and soil all stuck
to the hoe blade which
needed scraping clean
every few minutes, but
if the soil was loose and
dry you could get on
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quite well, but it
was still annoying
when a stone
tipped the hoe
through a nice
plant which you
meant to leave. A
few days later they
would need sec-
onding when the
soil was pulled
back up to the plants by
hand hoe to support
them against the wind
and stop the ground
from drying out. Kale
also needed hoeing by
hand to cut out the
weeds too close to the
rows for the horse hoe
to remove.

By late October
mangels could be quite
big averaging six or seven
inches in diameter in a
good year and ten to
twelve inches long. At
this time they had to be
pulled up and the leaves
cut off. By holding a
long sharp knife in the
right hand you could
give them a heave and a
swing with the left hand
cutting through the
leaves and landing the
mangel on the heap all
in one movement, but
it could be hard work

pulling them if the
ground was dry and
hard. The heaps were
put about five or six
yards apart and about
the same distance be-
tween the rows and each
heap was covered with
the loose leaves to keep
out any rain or frost.

After pulling the next
job was drawing (cart-
ing) to the clamp
(bury). With a cart or
trailer drawn between
the rows the mangels
were thrown two at a
time by hand on to the
load. The job was best
done in dry weather be-
cause heavy wet muddy
mangels were very slip-
pery. The load was taken
and tipped up or un-
loaded, then stacked at
the clamp starting at a
relatively wide base i.e.
two and one half me-

tres, the sides were
drawn in at about a
forty five degree angle up
to a narrow width at the
top. The clamp was ex-
tended lengthways until
all the mangels were in
it. Mangels were very
susceptible to frost so
the clamp needed cover-
ing with a good layer of
straw and also at least a
six inch layer of soil. If
the frost got through
large numbers would go
rotten, brown and
soggy.

Kale grown for cattle
feed was the marrow
stem variety which
could grow to four feet
tall with stems two
inches thick or more.
These stems were a bit
fibrous round the exte-
rior but were full of
white pith inside –
hence the name. The
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kale was normally fed
from mid October on-
wards, usually cut with
a long handled hedge
slasher and loaded into
a cart or trailer. The
horse would enjoy eat-
ing a stick or two dur-
ing the loading. It
needed a fresh load every
few days because stale
kale went yellow and
withered. Cows and cat-
tle enjoyed crunching at
the stems and leaves but
kale like mangels was
ninety percent water so
when it was frozen it was
mostly ice which could

cause digestion prob-
lems if they ate too
much. In the hard win-
ter of 1963 the last of
our kale in the field was
frozen really solid yet
more than twenty hares
came and devoured it.
Kale was similar to a gar-
den brassica and if left
in until the spring, it
would run up to yellow
flowers,

Mangels usually took
over from kale feeding
by early February, then
the clamp had to be
opened and the mangels
cleaned one at a time to

remove all new roots
and soil. A small tool of
two spikes at the end of
a wooden handle about
fifteen inches long was
used to pick up and
hold the mangels while
a heavy knife, often a
broken piece of fagging
hook was used to clean
them, then a swing of
the mangel and a tap
with the knife against
the peck handle would
release it onto the heap.
Horses were able to eat
a wholesale mangel but
cows and cattle needed
to have them shredded
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so they were put
through a special root
cutter. When shredded
they were juicy and had
a sweet earthy smell so
no wonder the cattle
enjoyed them.

An area of kale alter-
nated with rows of
swedes was often grown
for sheep feed and they
were penned over them
in the winter. This also
improved the fertility of
the land. In the distant
past the swedes were
pulled out of the
ground each day before

the sheep were moved
onto them but later they
were left in for the sheep
to gnaw in the ground.
The disadvantage was
that they had to be kept
slightly short to encour-
age them to clear up the
swede roots in the
ground. This system has
now been replaced by
stubble turnips which
grow quickly after a crop
of corn has been har-
vested and the sheep can
feed on them in a simi-
lar way.

Mangels and kale
were very labour inten-
sive and have been re-
placed by various alter-
natives like sugar beet
pulp, brewers’ grains,
stock feed potatoes,
manufactured concen-
trates, etc. Silage is gen-
erally more nutritious
than hay which was sup-
plemented by root
crops and nowadays the
market price of corn is
so low that it is worth-
while feeding it to live-
stock.

Jim Pearse

My primary source of
income for the last 20
years has come from
working as a profes-
sional antique furniture
restorer from workshops
in Ascott under
Wychwood.  I have met
many interesting and
colourful people during
this period and have
given talks on all aspects
of the antique trade and
given restoration dem-
onstrations too.  I al-
ways welcome questions
from the f loor and

The Care and Maintenance of Antique
Furniture

unsurprisingly the same
concerns tend to be
raised time and again, so
here is a very brief arti-
cle, which deals with
some of those issues.

I was once called out
to a local country house
to inspect a valuable
18th Century Walnut
and Kingwood veneered
bombe chest of drawers,
it  required extensive
restoration to the ve-
neers because their
housekeeper  waxed the
piece each week, the ag-

gressive nature of the
attack combined with
the regularity of the
event had taken its toll
on this rare piece, inevi-
tably pieces of veneer
fell off on a regular ba-
sis, she always carried a
tube of super glue, and
hurriedly stuck the bits
back on sometimes up-
side down, sometimes
back to front, it cost
the Major who owned
it, a small fortune, to
have it properly re-
stored.  It is best to wax
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furniture only two or
three times a year, but
do it well and carefully,
make it a labour of love,
use beeswax there are
many brands on the
market, I prefer to use a
dark wax which colours
in any knocks and
scratches, making them
look like old marks.

 A common myth is
that all aerosol spray
waxes are bad, certainly
any that contain silicon
are detrimental e.g. Mr.
Sheen, but there are
many modern beeswax
sprays on the market,
Johnson and Johnson
make a number of varie-
ties which used spar-
ingly are excellent when
dusting.  Much antique
furniture is French pol-
ished, which when
done properly seals the
grain completely, wax-
ing then becomes purely
a cosmetic exercise be-
cause it doesn’t feed the
timbers.

Woodworm can be a
serious problem in fur-
niture, but is easily
treated by brushing on
a proprietary brand of
woodworm killer, or in

small infestations apply-
ing woodworm killer to
individual holes.  It can
be purchased from any
good hardware store,
but be warned furniture
can become infested
again a few years after
treatment. The wood-
worm is the larval stage
of the beetle, there are
various species, the
most common is the
furniture Beetle
(Anobium punctatum),
which becomes active
from May to August lay-
ing it’s eggs in cracks and
old holes, these hatch
into larvae which eat
their way through tim-
ber for up to two years
before emerging as an
adult beetle, then the
cycle begins again.  A
simple test for live
woodworm is to tap or
knock near a hole with
a small hammer, if dust
leaks out from the hole
then the worm is prob-
ably active.

Modern central heat-
ing plays havoc with an-
tique furniture, and is
responsible for many
‘smiling’ card tables,
warped tops and doors,

also splits, and buckled
and raised veneers,
caused when the carcase
timber dries out faster
than the veneers laid on
top.  Keep furniture
away from radiators, put
a bowl of water under-
neath pieces of impor-
tance, it helps maintain
the humidity levels.  Be
careful when position-
ing pieces of furniture,
the ultra violet rays in
bright sunshine will not
only cause fading to the
colour of your furniture
but also eventually de-
stroy any finish.

A general rule is that
the more valuable your
antique is, the less you
should do to it. Never
clean, wax or touch the
areas that are unfin-
ished, and if you wish to
sell a piece, often resto-
ration will actually de-
value it because it can
cast doubt on the integ-
rity of the piece, which
reduces the number of
potential buyers.  I was
once sent a fantastic
16th Century Walnut
consul table from one
of our wealthy Italian
clients, he wanted us to

The Care and Maintenance of Antique Furniture continued...
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strip off the finish and
French polish it.  It was
accompanied by an in-
surance valuation of
£165,000 by the curator
of the Musee
d’antiquite de Milan.
Needless to say we care-
fully waxed it up, and
sent it straight back!

I am often asked
about DIY remedies for
removing unsightly
marks and burns on
tops. White marks are
usually blooms in the
finish often caused by
water, darker marks are
usually marks that have
gone through the finish
into the wood, my ad-
vice is when possible,

“celebrate the scars”
they are part of the
piece’s history unless
they are really bad in
which case their re-
moval is nearly always a
professional job, a
patina built up over two
hundred and fifty years
can be ruined in a cou-
ple of minutes by an in-
experienced enthusiast!

Some jobs are best
brought to a restorer
sooner rather than later,
a wobbly chair is much
cheaper to repair then a
collapsed one that may
well require a new tenon
making, it is also much
more expensive to re-
store a piece when the

owner has made a
botched repair, this is
specially true with
chairs, a broken leg is
much easier to repair
than a badly glued leg.

 Finally, a word of
warning, don’t lock an-
tique cabinets, a locked
cabinet is irresistible to
a thief, he will always
assume something valu-
able is inside and smash
his way in, if you are
burgled he will take the
contents regardless, it’s
a pity to also have your
cabinet smashed, we re-
store a number of
smashed bureau falls
every year.

Roger Gripper

The “Post Office” Stores
Milton-under-Wychwood

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7am - 5:30pm (Closed 1-2 for lunch)
Open Saturday 7am - 1:00pm & Sunday 8am - 12 noon

Post Office Services Available at ‘The Swan’, Ascott
Monday 10:30am - 12:30pm Bank Holiday Excepted

John, Edna & Staff will be please to serve you with newspapers and
magazines, greeting cards, fresh bread.

Fresh flowers for all occasions
Agents for: Sherlocks Dry Cleaners

Abbeycolor Photo Processing
Link Cash Machine

Tel no: Shipton-under-Wychwood 830213
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Ascott Pre-school
Summer BBQ

On a rather overcast and
not very warm Sunday
in mid June, Ascott
Under Wychwood Pre-
School held their An-
nual Fundraising Family
Day. We had a BBQ, go-
carting, bouncy castle
and slide and various
stalls including cakes,
tombola, raffle and Auc-
tion of Promises. De-
spite the weather, every-
thing was eaten and the
bar ran out of beer!

Part of the day was
the pre-school children’s
sports day which con-
sisted of running races,
egg and spoon race, an
obstacle course, the
mums race and dad’s
wheelbarrow race, of
course the parents took
this very seriously!

The overall day was a
huge success and the
rain did hold off, thank-

fully. The event raised in
the region of £1,600
with half of that being
from the generosity of
local business giving to
the Auction of Promises:
W y c h w o o d
Wrought Iron,
Bluebells at
the Barn and
C h i p p i n g
Norton Organ-
ics to name a
few.

All the
work for this
was due to
the huge ef-
fort and com-

mitment of the mums
(and their families) from
the pre-school.

The school benefits
from having the help of
mums to run these

events and it may
seem far away but
Christmas is just 6
months away and
we will again be
holding our Shop-
ping Event in early
December, which

was a huge success last
year. Watch this space
for the date.
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This term has again been
very busy with plenty
going on both in and
out of school.  Musical
achievements have in-
cluded some children
taking their Grade 1 vio-
lin exam, key stage one
took part in a music fes-
tival and the older chil-
dren will be presenting
the musical “Annie”
which at the time of
writing is just a few days
away.  Cycling Profi-
ciency, Swimming,
Football, Kwik Cricket
and sports day will all
have been enjoyed by
the children and various
trips and visits including
the science theatre
‘Time Zones’ who gave
a performance called
‘Mega Mechanics’
which was a wonderful
opportunity for our
younger children to see
science in action.  Year
6 children have had
some Activity Days at
Burford School and year
4 and 5 have been to
Brookes University for a
Kids on the Web day.

The children have of
course also been work-
ing extremely hard pre-

Leafield School

paring for and doing
their various tests and of
course SATS for which
we again had excellent
results.

After the Easter break
we welcomed Miss. C.
Bevan as an extra Teach-
ing Assistant to help
support our Founda-
tion children.  There
were quite a few appli-
cants for the position
and after interviews it
was a unanimous deci-
sion to appoint Carrie
who will be another
valuable asset to our ex-
cellent team of staff here
at Leafield.

We are very sorry to
say goodbye to Mrs.
Flear who will be leav-
ing us at the end of this
term.  She has been a
tremendous asset to the
school for a number of
years, but is now going
to further her career by
working in a much
larger school.  We are
pleased that this va-
cancy has allowed Miss.
Natalie Reeves to take
over Foundation and
Governors have agreed
that we can fund a full
time Foundation Class.

This means that when
children are entitled to
a full time place they
will not need to join in
the year 1 and 2 class
but remain with Miss.
Reeves in their own
room and in a small
class.  This excellent
provision will mean that
the year 1 and 2 class
also remains small and
all our young children
will benefit.

We had a tremen-
dous number of appli-
cants for the post of a
new teacher and were
fortunate to interview 4
good candidates.  After
much deliberation we
appointed Miss. Emma
Ranger who will teach
years 3 and 4 from Sep-
tember.

For any further infor-
mation please contact
the school secretary Mrs
Deb Brown on 01993
878273.

Vicky Greves,
Governor.
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Sport
Ascott Cricket Club

2005 Season Finally
Underway!!

Well it took a while to
get started, but our sea-
son finally started on
the last Sunday in May,
the previous three weeks
having been washed
out!! The English sum-
mer seems to start later
every year.

Ascott had been pre-
pared this year, with
weekly net session’s
right the way through
March and April, how-
ever the 3 week lay off
due to bad weather en-
sured our season started
with a Damp Squid,
and I’m not talking
about the weather. The
annual fund raising
game against Sir Peter
Gross’ XI started well,
fine weather, beer and
barbeque, unfortunately
for us, the game had to
start sometime, when it
did, Ascott batted 1st

and totalled a massive
104, with G.Doggett
top scoring on 35, Pe-
ter’s team lost 6 wickets
in the run crawl, still
with generous dona-

tions from Peter & his
team Ascott were finan-
cially better off.

Next up was
Appleton, who batted
1st and posted a total of
127, as per usual Ascott
proceeded to make a cri-
sis out of a drama, with
the last man in scoring
the winning runs off the
last over of the match,
but at least now we’re
up and running with a
victory.

A visit to Risinghurst
followed on what
seemed like a winter’s
day!! Risinghurst batted
first and totalled 132,
Mr G.Doggett getting in
amongst the batsmen
with 7 wickets in 12
overs for 38 runs.
M.Ward (45) and
C.Jowett (42) top
scored as Ascott com-
pleted the chase with
some 8 overs to go.
Along came Shipton,
and as has been the case
over the past few years,
we lost.

Last Sunday saw the
Oxford College of Fur-
ther Education arrive at

Ascott, and having bat-
ted 1st they posted a
massive 259 for us to
chase, Ascott made a
valiant attempt with
G.Doggett top scoring
with 62 not out as
Ascott managed a draw,
totalling 176 for 9 wick-
ets.

So a hit and miss
start to the season, but
very enjoyable all the
same………so far!!

Support for home
games this year so far has
been fantastic and we do
appreciate it. As I write
this we are preparing for
our annual fundraiser
on Sat July 2nd, which
is the Pub Olympics at
the Swan……………don’t
ask!! Sunday 3rd we’re
away to Coombe, let’s
hope we’re in some form
of fit condition to com-
pete!!

We are still looking
for players, if anyone is
interested, it’s only fun
& friendlies, contact
Clive Jowett on 01993
831916.

Clive Jowett
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Wychwood Football

Ascott United Football Club
After a season without
an adult football club a
group of enthusiasts
from the Wychwood
Villages are hoping to
form a team for the
2005-2006 season.

I understand that
14 players have already
signed up and that the
team hopes to play in
the Witney and District
section of the Oxford-
shire League.

More players
wanted

More potential play-
ers are still required. If
you are interested please
contact Paddy on
078151 24062.

Wychwood Football are
running teams in the
following Age Groups.
Anyone who is inter-
ested in playing please
contact:-
Under 8’s:
Gillian Cradock
(01993)  830921
Under 9’s:
‘Boys’
Tim Hooten 832365
‘Colts’
Mark Flinders 830928

Under 10’s:
‘Wanderers’
Charlie Barrett
830375
‘Colts’
Tim Spittles 878051
Under 11’s
Mike Lake 830954
Under 12’s
Rob Schofield 830654
Under 16’s
Stephen Hornsby
822870

Under 8,9 & 10’s
play on Saturday Morn-
ings.

Under 11,12 & 16’s
on Sunday Afternoons.

Under 8,9 & 10’s
play at Shipton
Beaconsfield Hall.

Under 11’s & 12’s
play at Ascott.

Under 16’s play at
Milton.

The season starts early
September. Training ses-
sions start earlier.

Paul Marsh

Sports activities are lim-
ited in Ascott. The
football club effectively
folded last year (al-
though there is some
talk about resurrecting
it for the coming sea-
son). The cricket club
plays friendly matches
on a Sunday and the
badminton club meets
on a Wednesday. All of

Sport in the Village
the clubs are under rep-
resented from time to
time and with a grow-
ing village this is disap-
pointing.

There are a number
of people who meet on
a Tuesday evening for a
friendly game of foot-
ball and this is open to
everyone. It is mixed
and the age range is

from 4 to 40+. We have
also played Frisbee and
non-stop cricket but
would be happy to play
rounders or anything
else. We are always look-
ing for more people to
join us and would ask
that anyone interested
comes up to the playing
field for 18:00 on a Tues-
day evening.

Chris Morgan
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Opening Times

Monday:
2pm to 7.00pm
Wednesday:
9:30am to   1pm/
2pm to 5pm
Friday:
2pm to 7pm
Saturday:
9.30am to 1pm

Summer Story
Times

Wednesdays: 3.45 to
4.00p.m.

Beryl Brown,
Library Manager

01993 830281

Wychwood
Library

.

Tiddy Hall

Regular Activities

Monday to Thursday
Mornings Pre-School-
Contact Pauline Plant
07968006451

Friday Mornings
Mother and Toddler
Group.  Contact
Pauline Plant
07968006451.

Tuesday Evenings
Yoga Summer School.
Contact David Billham
01993 842061.

Wednesday Evenings
Badminton. Contact
Chris Morgan 01993
831958.

To book the Tiddy Hall contact:
Ingrid Ridley

01993 830612

Witney - 3rd Thursday
of the Month

Woodstock - 1st Satur-
day of the Month

FARMERS MARKETS 2005

Thursday Evenings
Yoga. Contact Chris Set-
ters 01608 676236

Saturday Mornings
Dog Training. Contact
Sharon Wilson 01993
831801.

Chipping Norton -  3rd

Saturday of the Month

Charlbury - Quarterly
on Saturdays (Dates to
be Confirmed)

Further details from Thames Valley Farmers’
Market Association on:

 0870 2414762
or

visit the web site at:
 ww.tvfm.co.uk
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Open Gardens in Pictures



We are an independent estate agency providing a wealth of
experience with a

fresh, pro-active, professional yet friendly approach.

Burford High Street is an ideal location from which we have
successfully marketed properties from not just Burford but as far
afield as Kings Sutton, Chipping Norton, Shipton Oliffe, Eynsham

and Lechlade areas.
Our new office in Milton Under Wychwood is now open.

Perhaps you are considering buying abroad?  Let us help you
search for a permanent home, investment buy or a holiday home in

Spain, Portugal, Cyprus or Florida.  A variety of apartments,
houses and villas at affordable prices.  Contact us now for further

details.

So if you are considering a move or just want to look into any
options that may be available to you, contact us for a FREE

MARKET APPRAISAL or an informal chat and some advice.

Providence House, 49 High Street,
Burford,

Oxfordshire OX18 4QA
01993 824800

Dashwood House, Shipton Road,
Milton Under Wychwood, Oxford-

shire OX7 6JH
Tel: 01993 832288

         Email: sales@wychwoods.com
 Website: www.wychwoods.com

Associated Park Lane Office
Wychwoods Estate Agents Ltd t/a Wychwoods

Printed by Information Press
Tel. No: 01865 882588


